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winter — when will 
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come again? 1B 
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County sales of new homes 
up sharply since downturn 


BY HUDSON SANGREE 
hsangree@sacbee.com 


Sales of newly built houses 
rose sharply in Sacramento 
County and some suburban 
locations last month, signaling a 
resurgence of an industry that 
had dominated the region but 
nearly vanished in the reces- 
sion. 

Sacramento County experi- 
enced a 32 percent increase in 


November housing trends in the region by 
the numbers. 8A 


new homes sales in November 
compared with the same month 
last year, real estate tracking 


firm CoreLogic reported Friday. 


Though the number of new 
homes sold countywide, 241, 
falls far short of historical aver- 
ages, it’s nearly triple the num- 
ber of new houses sold in No- 
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vember 2011 during the depths 
of the housing collapse. 

“We’re not back to what the 
region used to produce in new 
homes, but it’s still a significant 
increase over last year,” said 
Andrew LePage, an analyst for 
Irvine-based CoreLogic. 

A tight supply of resale homes 
and rising prices have prompted 
more buyers to turn to new 
homes, the traditional “pressure 
release valve” when demand 
exceeds supply in Sacramento, 
LePage said. 

“Inventory (and) affordability 
constraints continue to limit 
resale activity,” he wrote in an 
email. 

Sales of existing homes fell 
off last month in Sacramento 
County, in part because there 


SEE HOME SALES, 2A 


National 
parks 
become 
digital 
battle sites 


BY STUART LEAVENWORTH 
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

When John Muir helped 
establish the National Park 
Service, he argued that such 
parks were vital to help people 
unplug from the world. “Break 
clear away, once in a while, 
and climb a mountain or 
spend a week in the woods,” 
Muir was quoted as saying in 
1915. 

But these days at Yosemite 
National Park, hikers to Half 
Dome are likely to encounter 
people talking on cellphones 
as they climb to the top. Simi- 
lar scenes are playing out at 
other national parks as the call 
of the outdoors increasingly 
comes with crisp 4G service. 
Not everyone is wild about 
that. 

In Yosemite, Yellowstone, 
Mount Rainier and other icon- 
ic parks, environmentalists are 
pressing the National Park 
Service to slow or halt con- 
struction of new cellular tow- 
ers within park boundaries. 
They say the NPS is quietly 
facilitating a digital trans- 
formation with little public 
input or regard to its mission 


SEE NATIONAL PARKS, 7A 


FEDS TARGET 
DRILLING RULES 


Administration proposes 
to rewrite or kill rules on 
offshore oil and gas 
drilling imposed after 
2010 explosion. 4A 


ANDRES KUDACKI AP 


A police office walks in between firetrucks Friday, parked in front of the building where 12 people died in a fire a day earlier in the Bronx 
borough of New York. A boy toying with the burners on his mother's stove accidentally lit New York City's deadliest fire in decades, turning an 
apartment building into an inferno, the fire commissioner said Friday. 


Preschooler playing with stove 
blamed in Bronx fire, 12 deaths 


BY BENJAMIN MUELLER 
AND VIVIAN WANG 


New York Times 


NEW YORK 
Bronx fire that killed 
12 people was caused 
by a 3-year-old boy 
playing with the bur- 
ners on a stove, authorities said 
Friday. 

“It seems like a horrible, 
tragic accident,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said on WNYC radio. 

The blaze, which killed four 
children in the five-story build- 
ing at 2363 Prospect Ave. in 
Belmont, was the city’s dead- 
liest in more than a quarter- 
century. It made December the 
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Nilda Guerrero, a friend of the superintendent of a burned 


deadliest month for fires in New apartment building, weeps as she mourns the loss of life. A New York 


York City in a decade, said 


City fire in 1990 killed 87 people. 


Daniel A. Nigro, city fire com- 
missioner. 

The boy playing with the 
stove in a first-floor apartment 
screamed when the fire began, 
sending his mother rushing into 
the kitchen as it filled with 
smoke and flames, Nigro said. 
She ran out of the apartment 
with the boy and a 2-year-old 
child, but left the door open, 
allowing fire to shoot out of the 
kitchen and into the stairwell, 
Nigro said. 

“Fire travels up,” Nigro said. 
“The stairway acted like a chim- 
ney.” 

The passageway filled with 
smoke and flames, blocking 
some people from running 
downstairs and killing others 
who tried. When firefighters 
arrived, about three minutes 
after the first 911 calls, as many 
as 20 people were scurrying 
down the fire escape, Nigro 
said. 


SEE BRONX FIRE, 2A 
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GOING ON NOW! 


Open New Year’s Day 9 am - 9 pm! 


